If Lai is correct in his remark, then the real tension between Judah and Joseph is not found in Deuteronomy 33 but in Genesis, to which we now turn.
From a discourse perspective, the account of Joseph plays a dominant role in the latter part of Genesis: Genesis 37, 39-48 and 50. Furthermore, Jacob's blessing to Joseph is the longest saying among those to all his sons, including the one to Judah in Genesis 49.903 Nonetheless, the narrator of Genesis has put a caveat in Joseph's story in Genesis 38: Joseph may be blessed by his father among all his siblings, but it is Judah from whom kings will arise (Gen 49:10), and who will ultimately rule over his brothers (v. 8) .
The placement of Genesis 38 has puzzled some scholars, who note the interruption of the flow of Joseph's story and attempt to explain it away by making a connection between Genesis 38 and its immediate context.904 Nonetheless, we should ascertain the message of Genesis 38 and then read it in view of the larger context of Genesis.
On the surface, Genesis 38 talks about two key figures, Judah and Tamar. Yet, according to the stage set in the first 12 verses, the message is that the seed of Judah 900 Please refer to chapter five where we discuss Genesis 49:8-12. 901 For its similarities and differences with Genesis 49, see Lai, "Jacob's blessing," 254-59. Cf. Peter C. Craigie, The Book of Deuteronomy, NICOT (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1976) , 393. 902 Lai, "Jacob's Blessing," 258. On the same page Lai also notes that the saying to Levi is the second lengthiest after Joseph's, bearing in mind that Moses is from the tribe of Levi. 903 Joseph's being Jacob's favorite son may also explain why Joseph received a lengthy blessing from Jacob; see Gen 37:3-4. 904 See, for example, Hamilton, 
